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HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Recurrence of Cancer after Removal by 
Dr. Fell.—In going through the cancer 
wards of the Middlesex Hospital recently, 
we noticed two apparently very bad cases 
in which the‘ disease, situated in the breast, 
had been removed in this hospital by Dr. 
Feuu himself during the time he was per- 
mitted to treat several cases. Afier treat- 
ment, the large raw surface cicatrized com- 
pletely in one patient, who left the hospital, 
as she supposed, cured. This was about 
twelve months ago last July. The age of 
the patient wae fifty-nine. In the other 


ditself, ‘I'he second case is not in a much 
better condition. It is quite evident, there-. 
fore, that Fell’s paste, or the paste now. 
made up solely of chloride of zinc, and in. 
use in the hospital, will, for a time, remove 
the disease, but cannot prevent ite recur- 
rencé, although the patient may quite re- 
cover from the effects of the caustic as. 
applied. 

A patient, in the same ward, upon aioe 
breast this caustic was applied a short time 
back, has had the tumour enucleated with 
as healthy-looking a surface remaining as 
we have ever seen, and Mr. Nunn has no 
doubt that cicatrization will ensue. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the period. of 


case, the original disease returned before ; fecurrence, after the removal of a cancerous 


complete enucleation had ensued. 
first of these cases has a foul, malignant, 
elevated ulcer, occupying the site of the old 
cicatrix, which is horribly fetid, and will 
possibly, ere long, extend to the pleura 


The ¢ breast by caustic, will be deferred even as 


fong as that which most frequently occurs. 
after the knife has been used--a period, on. 
the average, of two years.—Lancet, Nov. 6, 
1858. 
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Epidemic Dysentery.—In the autumn of 
last year dysentery arose as an epidemic in 
one of the wards of the Lariboisiére Hos- 
pital, in Paris. It lasted four months. It 
was brought from without. the hospital, and 
was perpetuated by contagion. It attacked 
19 patients, and most generally thosé who 
occupied beds in which dysenteric patients 
had previously lain. Of these 19, 9 died; 
some. from intercurrent accidents, hemor- 
rhage, peritonitis, and the rest from the 
progress of the disease. Those who re- 
covered had a long and: difficult conva- 
lescence, which was continually inter- 
rupted by diarrhoea, colic, and tenesmus. 
Most remedies used were of little service ; 
and none were of any service in the advanced 
periods of the disease. In no case-did ipe- 
cacuanha.appear of use, nor opiates. Injec- 
tions. of nitrate of silver (0.10 in 100 of 
water) were followed by some good effects. 
Astringents were useless, and gave much 
pain as injections. In the last case which 
oecurred, injections with perchloride of iron 
were used with markedly good effects.— 
Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 6, 1858, 

Paralysis of Volition in a Boy —A boy 
was admitted into one of the medical wards 
of the Royal Free Hospital, on the 23d of 
March, under the care of Dr. Brinton, with 
paralysis of volition. James O—, aged 
fourteen, has been ill'a month; the disease 
came on gradually, with a total loss of power 
over the arms, body, and legs. He could 
not move his arms, nor draw up his legs, 
which, with his feet, were quite numb. The 
boy had hitherto been healthy, and had no 
other diftase. No canse at first could be 
assigned for the paralysis. The patient was 
ordered six grains of iodide of potassium 
three times a day, to which were afterwards 
added ten grains of citrate of iron; and it 
has been pleasing to watch the gradual 
progress made by the boy towards improve- 
ment. At first power was gained over the 
arms, so that he could use them; the legs 
gtadually became more useful, he could 
draw them up in bed, stand upon them, and 
slowly move them along ; and, in the course 
of a short time, he was restored to a state of 
health under the plan of treatment adopted, 
which, besides. his. medicine, , consisted. of 
the application of the cold douche and. gal- 
vanism. He ultimately left. the hospital 
quite well, able to walk-with comfort, and 
with complete useof hislimbs. It was dis- 
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covered that he was much addicted to the 
habit of self-abuse, no doubt the cause of 
the paralysis, which yielded, as might be 
expected, to such excellent remedies as 
galvaniem and the internal use of steel.— 
Lancet, Nov. 6, 1858. 

Obscure Tumour.—On the 3d of October 
a healthy-looking man, in the prime of life, 
was brought into the theatre of St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital, with @ large swelling 
situated at the posterior and inner aspect of 
the right forearm, at its:upper third. The 
true nature of this tumour none of the sur- 
gical staff of the hospital would venture to 
pronounce; Mr. Paget, however, intended 
to make an exploratory incision, and to be 
guided as to his further procedure by the 
nature of the growth. The patient was an 
artisan employed inthe Portemouth dock- 
yard, and many years ago had the affected 
arm crushed by machinery, the old scars of 
which injury were visible over the seat of 
the tumour. A short time’ after: this acci- 
dent he noticed a small lump or swelling, 
which increased at first slowly, but: latterly 
with-more rapidity. 

Mr. Paget stated that this growth‘ would 
most likely be found to be one of five kinds 
of tumour; thus it might be carcinoma, or 
an hydatid, or a chronic abscess; or it 
might be due to a.diffused aneurism from 
the rupture of an artery at the time of the 
before-mentioned injury; or, lastly, it 
might be a fibrous or fibro-cellular growth. 

The man was put under the influence of 
sulphuric ether by Dr. Martin, who used 
upwards of five ounces before anesthesia 
could be accomplished. Mr. Paget then 
proceeded to operate, and cut down upon 
the tumour, which was deeply situated 
amongst the muscles, but which he com- 
pletely extirpated. A good deal of hemor- 
rhage followed, which at first sight led to 
the suspicion of ite being a diffused aneu- 
tism. The growth was of the size and shape 
of a large pear, and on section proved to be 
medullary carcinoma, with a strange mix- 
ture of buff and yellow substance, and effu- 
sions of blood throughout its mass. It was 
a perfect example of the medullary or soft 
cancer. On making this discovery, several 
of the staff recommended amputation’ of the 
arm; asthe disease was sure to:return ; but 
the patient would not: give hie consent to 
such a proceeding. The history of the case, 
however, did not favour the supposition of 





OLINICS. 


its being cancer. The peculiarity of such a 
case as this is, that medullary cancer should 
be growing for so many years without pur- 
suing the ordinary course of that form of 
disease. The patient is going on well, and 
will most probably recover from the effects 
of the operation.— Lancet, Nov. 6, 1858, 
Mammary Glandular Tumour.—On the 
game occasion as the operation in the pre- 
vious instance, a female, aged thirty-five 
years, was brought into the theatre with the 
mammary glands much enlarged, the right 
very much larger than the left, but neither 
affected with malignant disease, It was 
possible almost at a glance to determine the 
true nature of the affection here. Chloroform 
was administered by Dr. Martin, and in a 
few minutes the patient was uncosscious. 
Mr. Paget proceeded to remove a tumour 
the size of a large orange, situated behind 
the gland, in contact with the pectoral mus- 
cle, pushing the gland forwards, and thus 
rendering it very prominent. The tumour 
was. almost enucleated with the fingers 
alone, and was removed entire, and, on sec- 
tion, showed the ordinary characters of the 
common mammary glandular, or chronic 
“mammary tumour. This patient had natu- 
rally very large breasts, and the tumour in 
the right gave an hypertrophied appearance 
to the gland which was: truly remarkable, 
its growth dating back but three years, thus 
contrasting with that in the previous in- 
stance, in which medullary cancer took nine 
years to acquire a rapidly-growing action, 
This woman is also doing well.—Idid. 


Varicocele.—There are many ways of 
radically.treating varicocele, some surgeons 
preferring one method to another, according 
to its supposed advantages. Thus we have 
seen obliteration of the spermatic veins ef- 
fected by the hare-lip pins and twisted su- 
tures, as Mr. Erichsen is in the habit of 
doing, care being taken, of course, to sepa- 
rate the vessels from the vas deferens. We 
have observed Vidal's mode employed, of 
passing a silver pin behind the veins, be- 
tween them and.the vas deferens, and a sil- 
ver wire in front of them, and then produc- 
ing obliteration of the veins by twisting the 
wire over.the pin. A third plan, of liga- 
turing the vessels subcutaneously, we have 
seen’ performed by Mr. Partridge at. King’s 
College Hospital, Mr. Hilton at Guy's, and 
others, 








On the 7th August, a young man, aged 
twenty-three years, with a very large vari- 
cocele of the left side, and atrophy of the 
testicle, was treated in this way by Mr. 
Hilton. There was a set of large veins in 
front of the cord, and one single large vein 
bchind it. Those in front only were tied 
on this occasion, a needle being passed be- 
hind them through the skin of the scrotum, 
and then passing the needle through the 
same openings in front of the vessels, draw- 
ing the other end of the thread through the 
one opening, and tying the veins beneath 
the skin. A firm compress was applied 
over the groin afterwards, to prevent any 
bad effects spreading upwards. Mr. Hilton 
has treated four cases in this manner within 
a comparatively short time, and with suc- 
cess. Two of them we drew attention to on 
a previous occasion. In the present instance 
the patient was a boiler-maker, and princi- 
pally oceupied in fastening the rivets, which 
requires constant standing, and sometimes 
the use of much force. The result of the 
operation in this case was quite successful. 

On the 6th October, we saw Mr. Erich- 
sen, at University College Hospital, employ 
Vidal’s method of twisting a silver wire on 
a needle, the latter being behind the affected 
veins, and the wire in front. The patient 
was a young man. Up to the present time 
complete obliteration appears to have en- 
sued.—Jbid. 

Menstruation during Lactation and Preg- 
nancy.—The occurrence of menstruation 
during lactation is a fact well known to most 
accoucheurs, as many women habitually 
menstruate during that period. But men- 
struation during pregnancy is rarely wit- 
nessed. On this point, Dr. Tyler Smith, 
in his Lectures on Obstetries, remarks: 
‘* During pregnancy, as the rule, the cata- 
menia are absent, the cases in which a regu- 
lar sanguineous discharge occurs during the 
whole of pregnancy being exceedingly rare. 
A discharge of blood for one or two periods 
after the occurrence of impregnation is more 
common. The-great majority of women do 
not menstruate during lactation, but men- 
struation during suckling is by no means.so 
unusual as the occurrence of this function in 
pregnancy.”’ Any case, therefore, in which 
the ordinary rule is reversed will prove of 
interest, and:one of this kind was admitted 
as a patient ati the St. Pancras Royal Dis- 
peneary, under the care of Dr. Ginn. 
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Eliza M——, aged thirty-one years, has 
had six children and one miscarriage. The 
last child was born January 24, 1857, and 
is, therefore, twenty-one months old ; it has 
been suckled till about three months ago, 
when it was weaned. The catamenia have 
regularly appeared during the whole time 
of suckling and since the child was weaned, 
and now the mother appears far advanced 
in pregnancy, expecting her confinement in 
December. She has ‘‘lost count,’’ she 
says, from the suckling and catamenia; but 
Dr. Gibb believed that the beginning of No- 
vember was more likely to be the time. 
She felt the movements of the child in utero 
in the early part of July. Her feelings at 
the present moment are pain and weakness 
in the back, and the appearance of being at 
her full time ; lately she has been occasion- 
ally in severe pain at night, at the lower 
part of the back and stomach, but not like 
that of labour. The catamenia are thick, 
and of a dark colour, and have appeared 
most regularly up to six weeks ago. 

Now, what is worthy of special notice in 
this case is the appearance of the catamenia 
during a long period of suckling. The pa- 
tient becomes pregnant during that time, 
and the catamenia continue, as if she were 
in an unimpregnated state, up to within a 
few weeks of her confinement. Menstrua- 
tion has been persistent during lactation 
and the supervention of utero-gestation. 

An equally interesting case of menstrua- 
tion during pregnancy, but not during lacta- 
tion, under Dr. Hewitt’s care at the Sama- 
ritan’ Hospital, we recorded some weeks 
hack (ante, p. 91).—Ibid. 
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Report on Anesthesia and Anesthetic 
Agents. By R. M. Grover, M. D., F. R. 
8. E. 

No. III. Fatal Cases of Chloroform Poi- 
soning (Continued).—There is considerable 
difficulty in giving a correct list of the deaths 
from chloroform. Some are given in par- 
ticular journals and not in others; some are 
barely alluded to in newspapers. In the 
January and April numbers of the British 
and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
for the year 1852, are two articles by me; 
the first, on “ Anwsthesia and Anesthetic 
Agents;” the second, on the “Practical 
Applications of Anesthesia.” The first 





contains alist of twenty-three fatal cases, 
At a meeting of the Medical Society of 
London, in the beginning of March of that 
year, Dr, Snow read a paper on the “‘ Cause 
and Prevention of Death from Chloroform.’’ 
He enumerated eighteen cases. Dr. Crisp, 
to whose analysis of the cases I shall recur, 
reckoned twenty cases in the discussion 
which ensued. Dr. Richardson said that 
‘*there were fatal cases from the use of 
chloroform to which neither Dr. Snow nor 
Dr. Crisp had alluded, and with which, con- 
sequently, he believed they were unac- 
quainted. One of these had occurred lately, 
at Bruges. He knew of two more cases in 
which the exhibition of chloroform had 
proved fatal; they had not been published, 
bat he was aware of their having occurred.’’ 
No dowbt many cases have occurred which 
have escaped publication. I had taken much 
trouble to form a complete list of cases of 
poisoning by chloroform—+. e., as complete 
as possible ; but the appearance of the pos- 
thumous work of Dr. Snow renders my 
labour to a great extent superfluous, as it 
contains a very full list, including one or 
two with which I was unacquainted. My 
plan, however, requires that I should go 
through the list of fatal cases, as briefly as 
possible. Besides, many readers of the 
Lancet will have no opportunity of consult- 
ing the work of Dr. Snow. 

Case 4.—Patrick Coyle, in America, 
March, 1848. Disease, fistula. Chloro- 
form had been previously used once. ‘Time 
of inhalation, one minute; quantity con- 
sumed, about thirty drops. The pulse 
suddenly sank. The lungs were tubercular, 
with abscesses in each; the heart pale aud 
soft; two or three ounces of serum were 
found in the pericardium ; the bloodvessels 
contained dark fluid blood. 

Case 5, an important one, occurred at 
Boulogne. A report of it was read to the 
Academy of Medicine on July 4, 1848. 
Mdlle. Stock, aged thirty, had a fall from 
a carriage, and was wounded by a splinter 
of wood, which penetrated the skin of the 
leg and buried itself there. An abscess 
formed, which M. Gorré proposed to open. 
About fifteen or twenty drops of chloroform 
were placed on a handkerchief. She had 
scarcely begun to inhale, when slie placed 
her hand on the handkerchief to withdraw 
it, and said, in a plaintive voice, ‘‘ I choke.’ 
The handkerchief was withdrawn, and the 
operation proceeded with; but almost im- 
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mediately she turned pale, the breathing } aged twenty-two, of scrofulons habit ; white 


became embarrassed, and she foamed at the 
mouth. She rapidly became inanimate. 
Frictions on the temple, cold affueion, arti- 
ficial respiration, and ammonia, were em- 
ployed to restore life, but in vain. The 
autopsy, made twenty-four hours after death, 
showed, chiefly, that the lungs were en- 
gorged with dark fluid blood, the mucous 
membrane of the bronchi of a bright red, the 
heart flaccid and empty, and some serum 
in the pericardium. 

Case 6 occurred at Hyderabad, in the 
East Indies. Operation, amputation of 
second phalanx of middle finger of the left 
hand. A drachm of chloroform was admin- 
istered. She coughed a little, scarcely a 
drop of blood escaped, but she never 
breathed again. Artificial respiration and 
other means were employed in vain. No 
post-mortem examination. 

Case 7.—Read before the Academy of 
Medicine, July 11, 1848. A man, named 
Daniel Schlyg, corpulent, was wounded in 
the previous month by a bullet, which frac- 
tured the femur, so that it was necessary to 
amputate at the hip-joint. Chloroform was 
administered by means of an apparatus. At 
the end of three or four minutes some con- 
vulsive movements occurred; the excite- 
ment was soon followed by relaxation and 
stupor. The operation was commenced, 
very little blood was lost, and consciousness 
heginning to return, the chloroform was re- 
applied. In a few seconds the countenance 
became pale and the lips discoloured, the pu- 
pils dilated, and the eyes turned up. The 
Operation was suspended, and every means 
employed to restore life, but in vain. 
There was no autopsy. M. Robert was of 
opinion that the death took place from syn- 
cope. 

Caszs 8, 9, 10.—(M. Malgaigne). One 
of the wounded of June, having had the 
humerus broken by a ball; gangrene of the 
wound ; disarticulation of the shoulder-joint ; 
death daring the last incision. Case at the 
Hotel Dieu, of Lyons:.Charles Desnoyers, 


1 I find the following strange paragraph in the 
Revue Mid for » p. 558: — 

‘“‘DeaTH BY CHLOROFORM—A young female, 
daughter of a baker of New York, having had re- 
course to chloroform in order to have a tooth re- 


moved without pain, could not recover from the 
torpor into which this inhalation plunged her. 
She was buried for dead. Some days afterwards, 
doubts having been raised, the coffin was opened, 
and it was discovered, with horror, that this un- 
—— had been buried alive.—. of New 














swellings of the left wrist; chloroformization, . 
with an apparatus, for five minutes; trans- 
current cauterization of the joint; death at 
the commencement of the operation. Ex- 
ample pointed out by M. Guérin, as having 
taken place at the Bicétre in September, 
1848: patient chloroformed ; disarticulation 
at the hip-joint ; death before the end of the 
operation. 

Case 11, at Govan; a young gentleman, 
just arrived from Australia. (See Medical 
Gazette, for Jan. 5, 1849.) Death took 
place during chloroformization for removal 
of a great toe nail. No satisfactory account, 

Case 12, that of Mr. Badger. Accord- 
ing to the statement of the brother of the 
deceased at the inquest, Mr. W. T. Badger, 
aged twenty-two, was a healthy, muscular 
young man. Afier running, and taking vio- 
lent exercise, he was apt to be somewhat 
out of breath, “like other people,” but had 
no habitual difficulty of breathing, and was 
not subject to fits of any kind. On the 30th 
of June, 1848, Mr. Robinson administered 
chloroform, preparatory to removing some 
stumps of teeth. About a drachm and a 
half of chloroform were put on the sponge 
of an inhaler, which was held at a little 
distance from the mouth, He said it was 
not strong enough—‘ Make it stronger.” 
Mr. Robinson then asked a girl for the bottle 
containing the chloroform; but before he 
could take it from her to apply more to the 
sponge, the head and hand of the deceased 
gentleman dropped. All efforts at resusci- 
tation proved unavailing. The face was 
livid, the pupils were dilated, and the tem- 
perature of the body lower than natural. 
The chief morbid appearances were—slight 
congestion of the lungs, thinness of the walls 
of the heart, and fatty deposition, disease 
of the valves, and great enlargement of the 
liver. 

There has been some doubt thrown upon 
the cause of death in thia case, owing to the 
undoubted existence of heart and liver dis- 
ease. But there is nothing to show that 
this young man, apparently in perfect health, 
might not have gone on long without a sud- 
den termination to his life, had it not been 
for the chloroform. 

About this time occurred the death of a 
Mr. Carruthers, a gentleman of fortune in 
Scotland, from the incautious use of chloro- 
form as af intoxicating agent. One night 
he was found dead. 
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into a New York Infirmary, in December, 
- 1848, for cankers and hemorrhoids. Chlo- 
roform was first administered to examine 
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Cass 13.—J. Griffith, a seaman, admitted‘ mouth and nose, care having previously 


been taken to ascertain the non-existence 
of thoracic disease. This quantity, however, 
failed to produce any effect, except excite- 


the condition of the rectum. He recovered, ’ ment and struggling, and a man was sent 
and on the 19th of January was again sub- {for more. He was absent about two hours, 
jected to its influence, for the purpose of} during which the patient quite recovered. 
performing circumcision, and the removal } Half an ounce more was then exhibited in 


of two external tumours of the rectum and 
tying one internal, by Mr. Gordon Buck. 
He was at first excited, but became tranquil, 
and the operation on the rectum was per- 
formed. “At this moment my attention 
was arrested by my assistant calling for a 
wet towel. On examining the patient, I 
found his head and neck of a livid, leaden 
hue, the eyes turned upwards.’’ . Pulse 


a similar way, care being taken to allow the 
introduction of air at short intervals. Afier 
a period of excitement, lasting two or three 
minutes, insensibility was produced, and 
the operation was proceeded with, and lasted 
about two minutes. Little or no blood was 
lost. At its close, pallor spread over the 
body, the features assumed a ghastly expres- 
sion, and respiration and circulation ceased. 


imperceptible at wrist, and the whole body ; Brandy was poured down the throat (not- 


relaxed. After two or three gasps, he ceased 
to breathe. Every means were used, with- 
out effect. The chief appearances were: 
Lungs everywhere a good deal congested, 
and discharged, when cut, a large quantity 
of bloody serum. “The heart was large ; ics 
ventricles and auricles were empty; its 
condition flabby; the substance of the left 
ventricle rather thinner than natural. About 
half an ounce of watery fluid was found in 
the pericardium. 

Case 14.—J. Verrier, aged seventeen, of 
lymphatic temperament, but apparently 
good constitution, was opergted on by M. 
Barrier, of Lyons, onthe 14th January, 1849, 
for necrosis of the first phalanx of the middle 
finger of the right hand. In five minutes, 
from a drachm toadrachm and a half of 
chloroform had been administered on a 
handkerchief. He was then completely 
chloroformed. The pulse was regular and 
of normal strength. The operation was 
performed. He raised his body, and strug- 
gled violently. In a quarter of a minute 
afterwards the pulse had ceased to beat, and 
there was no respiration. The handker- 
chief was removed. External stimulants 
and artificial respiration were employed in 
vain. The heart was found flaccid and 
empty; the lungs throughout black and 
engorged ; blood everywhere fluid and dark, 
M. Barrier ascribed death to syncope. 

Case 15.—A mason’s labourer, aged 
thirty-six, was operated on by Mr. Brown, 
of the Western Dispensary at Westminster, 
on the 14th of February, 1849, for gangrene 
of the toe, caused by a wheel having passed 
over it. Half an ounce of chloroform was 
put on a handkerchief, and held over the 





withstanding Professor Simpson’s opinion 
of the cause of death in Hannah Greener), 
hot bottles applied to the feet, and the cold 
affusion and artificial respiration employed. 
The post-mortem was not made till two 
days afterwards. On examining the chest, ‘ 
‘*the lungs were found of large size, not 
collapsed, of a dark venous hue throughout, 
and full of blood, a large quantity of blood 
escaping from them when cut into; they 
were, however, everywhere crepitant, and 
free from disease, save a few carbonaceous 
spots. On opening up the trachea and 
bronchi, the mucous membrane presented 
avery congested appearance, being of the 
colour of dark port wine. This depth of 
colour was more remarkable in the smaller 
divisions of the bronchi. The bronchi also 
contained a small quantity of frothy mucus, 
slightly tinged with blood. The heart was 
rather large, but flabby, and its walls col- 
lapsed. The auricles were empty; the 
right ventricle contained about an ounce of 
semi-fluid blood, and about an equal quan- 
tity of similar and venous-coloured blood 
was found in the left ventricle, but without 
a trace of a fibrinous clot.’’ These were 
the chief appearances bearing on the cause 
of death. At the inquest, the jury returned 
a verdict ‘‘ that the deceased, Samuel Ben- 
nett, died of chloroform properly adminis- 
tered.’’ 

Case 16.—This occurred at Langres, in 
France, on the 25th of February, 1849. 
Madame Labrune, aged thirty-three, mother 
of a family, appeared full of life, but some- 
what nervous and excitable. Had been 
several times etherized for the extraction of 
teeth. M. Confevron, on this occasion, was 
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called in by a dentist to administer chloro- 
form for the same purpose. He placed on 
the handkerchief of the patient a piece of 
cotton as big asa nut, saturated with less 
than a gramme (15.434 grains) of chloroform. 
After a few inspirations, the effect appeared 
to be produced, and M. Confevron told the 
dentist that he might go on, but the patient 
indicated by signs her wish to breathe more. 
After four or five deep inspirations, she fell 
back ; the handkerchief was then thrown 
aside. The face was pale, lips discoloured, 
features altered, eyes turned up, pupils 
dilated ; there was no pulse, and the limbs 
were relaxed. Means were in vain employ- 
ed to restore animation. Oninspecting the 
body, the brain wae found to be congested, 
and its membranes gorged with black fluid 
blood. The lungs were of a grayish hue, 
sprinkled with red. M. Confevron con- 
cludes that the appearances were those of 
asphyxia; and adds that, in his opinion, 
chloroform should not be used except in 
serious cases, 

Case 17 is that which happened in the 
practice of Mr. Solly, at St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital. John S——, aged forty-eight, a 
porter, of active habits, but intemperate, 
apparently in excellent health, was admit- 
ted for onychia of the left great toe, on the 
9th of October, 1849. On the 10th, at a 
quarter to two P.M., he began to inhale 
chloroform from an inhaler containing a 
drachm. There was no effect for about two 
minutes. He then became excited, when 
the inhaler was removed, and about ten 
drops were added. He then, almost imme- 
diately, became insensible, and the nail was 
removed. The patient remained insensible, 
the face became dark, pulse small and quick, 
but regular, and the respiration laborious ; 
his neckerchief was removed, and the cheat 
exposed to fresh air from a window near; 
cold water was dashed on the face, the chest 
rubbed, and ammonia applied to the nose. 
He struggled ‘for about a minute, and then 
became quite still, The skin cold, pulse 
scarcely perceptible, and soon ceased along 
with the respiration. He died in about five 
minutes from the commencement of the ‘in- 
halation. No post-mortem examination. 

Cases 18, 19,20—A Welch girl, who 
died at Shrewsbury ; the intended operation 
was the removal of an eyeball, but no opera- 
tioh was performed. Only a small quantity 
of chloroform was used. Death, as if from 
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formed at Madrid for an amputation of the 
leg. Death during the operation, after a 
violent tetanic spasm.—A case in the Hétel 
Dieu, under M. Boux; a woman affected 
with cancer of the breast. Chloroformiza- 
tion, and removal of the breast. Death be- 
fore quitting the amphitheatre. 

Case 21 occurred at Berlin. A young 
lady, of twenty years of age, of good consti- 
tution, was chloroformed for the removal of 
a tooth. Only a few drops of chloroform 
were used atatime. Five unsuccessful at- 
tempts were made to extract the tooth— 
three, in the morning at nine; and two, 
about two P,M. At the commencement of 
the last attempt, she suddenly died, stretch- 
ing herself out, and frothing at the mouth, 
the countenance becoming livid. At the 
post-mortem examination, fifty hours after- 
wards, when putrefaction had set in, the 
heart was soft, flabby, and collapsed.— 
Lancet, Oct, 23, 1858. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley.—We 
are much gratified to be able to announce 
that this large-hospital, containing over a 
thousand patients, is once more open for 
clinical instruction. 

Clinical lectures will be delivered there 
every Wednesday and Saturday, from 94 
to 114, A. M. 

Clinical Medicine, by Dr. J. B. Brnptz. 

Clinical Surgery, by Dr. D. H. Aanew. 

Clinical Obstetrics, by Dr. R. A. F. Pen- 
ROSE. 

Psychological Medicine; Dr. R. K. Surg, 

Tickets, $5, to be had at the office of the 
Guardians of the Poor, No. 36 North 
Seventh Street. 

The West Philadelphia Cars and Omni- 
buses go very near the oa. 


Biological Department of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. —This 
new established active society has issued 
the following circular, to which we would 
ask special attention :— 

The General Committee of the Depart. 
ment, in order to invité and encourage com- 
bined labour upon subjects connected with 
physiology and pathology, recommends the 
following for immediate investigation: — 





apoplexy.—A boy of twelve years, chloro- 
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1. The formation of fat in the bodies of 
animals when deprived of all food containing 
oleaginous matter. Dr. J. Lewy, Chair- 
man. 

2. The changes occurring in the human 
excreta during fevers and inflammations. 
Dr. F. G. Surra, Jr. 

3. The exact cause and nature of the rigor 
mortis ; is it the last act of vital contract- 
tlity, or the result of merely physical changes 
in the muscle-fibre?, Dr. E. HantsHoRne. 

4. The influence of the internal use of the 
alkaloids, quinia, cinchonia, morphia, and 
strychnia, upon tissue-metamorphosis. Dr. 
W. A. Hammonp. 

5. The circumstances which determine the 
existence of sugar in the blood, and which 
occasion its presence in the urine. Dr. W. 
A. Hammonp. 

6. The physiological position of the blood- 
Sorin. Dr. W. F. Arce. 

7. The elimination of ammonia from the 
lungs in health and disease. Dr. J. C. 
Morris. 

8. The absorption of muscular fibre ; in 
what part of the alimentary canal is it ef- 
fected? Dr. H. D. Scummr. 

9. The statistics of height, weight, ¢-c., of 
the human race in North America. Dr. S. 
W. MrrcHetu. 

10. The variations in the amount of ozone 
tn the atmosphere, and their connection with 
epidemics. Mr. J. H. Stack. 

11. The influence of ingesta upon the com- 
position of the milk. Dr. J. M. Corse. 

12. The existence of an epithelium in the 
air-vesicles of the human lung. Dr. J. J. 
Woopwarp. 

13. The comparison of mucus, pus, and 

dation-corpuscles with each other and with 
the white blood-corpuscle, and the study of 
their relations to epithelial structures. Dr. 
J. J. Woopwarp. 

14. The minute anatomy of the nerves and 
nerve-centres. Dr. G. R. MonEHovse. 

The following subjects have also been 
proposed to the committee for consideration 
and present or future investigation :— 

The relation between cell-development 
and motorial phenomena. 

The magnifying powers of object- glasses ; 
and the relations of angle of aperture, defini- 
tion, and resolving power. 

The effect of extreme states of fixed in- 
spiration and expiration.upon the pulse in 
health and in disease, especially of the heart 
and lungs. 











The possibility of forming an ammonia 
having two equivalents of hydrogen replaced 
by two of the electro-negative radical buty- 
ryl, thus forming the natural alkaloid co- 
neine. 

The development of the opossum. 

The physiological effects of muscular ex- 
ercise. 

The chemical and microscopical charac- 
ters of the feces in health and disease. 

The effects of the inhalation of certain 
gases and vapours. 

The degree of alkalinity of the blood in 
health and disease. 

The metamorphosis of tissue as affected 
by sleep. 

The effects of the local application of car- 
bonic acid. 

The rationale of the action of the sun in 
darkening the skin. 

The true value of microscopical examina- 
tion of the sputa in the diagnosis between 
phthisis and chronic bronchitis. 

The questions—1. What special struc- 
tural characteristics accompany the consti- 
tutional symptoms of cancer; and, if any, 
can such structural characteristics exist 
without the constitutional symptoms? 2. 
Can cancerous growths properly be termed 
heterologous; or, if not, with what tissue 
are they homologous? 


Members of the Academy, or othera, 


desirous of taking part especially in the 
investigation of any of the subjects first 
enumerated, are requested to forward their 
names, at an early period, to the gentlemen 
whose names are, above, connected with 
them, at their residences, or at the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Broad and George 
Streets. It is not designed to limit the time 
of the investigation of any of the questions 
proposed, except by the accumulation of 
positive results; which, when obtained, 
will be published, with due credit to each 
observer, in the Biological portion of the 
Proceedings of the Academy of Natural 


Sciences, 
H. HARTSHORNE, 
Recorder of Biol. Department. 
October, 1858. 


New York Stute Inebriate Asylum.—The 
corner stone of this institution was laid on 
the 24th of September last, with the impres- 
sive Masonic ceremonies. The Grand 
Master of the State of New York, and 
many other high dignitaries of the order, 
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officiated in the exercises. Speeches were 
made by the Hon. Edward Everett, Hon. B. 
F. Butler, Hon. D. S. Dickinson, Dr. John 
W. Francis, and the Rev. Dr. Bellows. A 
poem was also read by Alfred B. Street, 
Esq.—Buffalo Med. Journ., Dec., 1858. 

Mr. Everett’s address is said to have been 
one of his happiest efforts. We trust that 
a similar institution will be instituted in 
every State in the Union. 

Dartmouth Medical College.—At a com- 
mencement held on the 10th of November, 
the degree of M. D. was conferred on nine 
students. 

Pharmaceutical Laboratory.—Dr. Epw’p 
R. Squtss, lately a passed Assistant Sur- 
geon in the U.S. Navy, and for some years 
Assistant Director of the Naval Laboratory 
at New York, has established a laboratory 
at No. 140 Furman St., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
for supplying a class of medicinal prepara- 
tions that shall come fully up to the standard 
of the National Pharmacopeia. 

Tilden §- Co.’s ‘‘ Improved Compound 
Cathartie Pills.’’—A correspondent of the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal (No. 
for Nov. 25, 1858) complains that the so- 
called “‘ improved compound cathartic pills’’ 
of Tilden & Co, so far from being a mild 
cathartic as represented, are painful and se- 
vere in their operation, and the editors of 
the above journal state that their experience 
with the pills confirms their correspondent’s 
statements. 


The New York Medical Press.—This is 
the title of a new journal, the first No. of 
which was issued on the 4th of Dec. 1858. 
It is designed to present reports of the most 
important, cases presented at the College 
Cliniques, in. the various hospitals, dispen- 
saries, and other public institutions of New 
York, of lectures, &c. &c. The editors 
are J. L, Kiernan, M. D., and W. O’ 
Meagher, M.D. The No. before us is well 
got up, and promises well for the future. 


The Physician's Pocket Day Book, Visit- 
ing List, Diary, and Book of Engagements 
Jor 1859,—Mesers. C. J. Price & Co., No. 
33 South 6th St., have just issued this useful 
pocket volume. It is well arranged, com- 
pact, convenient, and admirably suited to 
fulfil the purpose for which it is designed. 
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Ostrvary Recorp.—Died, in New Or- 
leans, on the 28th of October, 1858, J. M. 
W. Picton, M. D., Professor of Diseases of 
Women and Children in the New Orleans 
School of Medicine. 
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Mortality after Amputations—At the 
first ordinary meeting of King’s College 
Medical Society, held 28th October, Mr. 
Arraur Ernest Simsom read his prize es- 
say ‘‘On the Mortality after Amputation of 
the Extremities, and the Causes of that 
Mortality.” After a sketch of the history 
of amputation, specially with reference to 
those circumstances which tended to in- 
crease or decrease the rate of mortality after 
the operation, the author proceeded to the 
genera] question of the fatality in later 
times. Statistics showed that this, in mili- 
tary practice (traumatic amputations), was, 
and the same in civil practice (principally 
pathological amputations), in about the ratio 
of 47 to 27. In hospital practice, the mor- 
tality had been apparently increasing from 
1835 to 1857, from 20.27 to 33.96 per cent. 
Amputation seemed to be more favourable 
than herniotomy, but less so than Jithotomy. 
The rate of mortality in the provinces is 
considerably less than that in London. The 
mortality, after the removal of the upper, 
compared with that after amputation of the 
lower, is as about3 to 4. Secondary ampu- 
tations are much more fatal than primary. 
The operation, according to the tables of 
the author, is attended with the least mor- 
tality when done in cases of diseased joints ; 
with the greatest, in cases of phlegmonous 
erysipelas. ‘I'he question of anesthesia was 
next entered upon, and a history given of the 
controversy on this subject. The author 
thought that the increase in the mortality in 
late years, might perhaps be due partly to 
the depressed (ulterior) effect of chloroform 
in severe cases, and partly to other circum- 
stances, especially the growing practice of 
resection, whereby the worst cases only 
were reserved for amputation. The ulti- 
mate. causes of death were next discussed, 
and the most frequent of these was shown 
to be exhaustion. Since chloroform, the 
mortality from shock had been reduced to a 
minimum. The effects of crowded hospitals, 
zymotic influences, &c., were next entered 
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on, A vote of thanks was unanimously ac- 
cotded the author, and an animated discus- 
sion ensued.— Lancet, Nov. 20, 1858, 

Metallic Ligatures.—Prof. Stmrson is 
continuing his investigations into the uses 
of metallic ligatures. He now proposes to 
treat hydrocele by the use of a metallic 
seton as a far safer proceeding than tapping 
and injecting. Believing that metallic wires 
passed through the eac of a hydrocele would 
act, first by draining off the fluid, and 
sécondly by exciting adhesive inflammation, 
he put his idea to the test on a patient of 
Dr. Young’s. The sdc was first transfixed 
from below upwards by a long-handled 
needle. The eye was then threaded with 
three or four fine pieces of iron wire. By 
withdrawing the needle the seton was drawn 
into its place and fixed. The fluid drained 
off in a few hours. Adhesive inflammation 
set in and went-on for two days, when it 
began to'subside. The wires were removed 
on the third day, and the case was regarded 
as a complete cure, the vaginal sac being 
firm and consolidated. For tapping arteries 
and assisting bleeding in surgical operations, 
Dr. Simpson is also showing that metallic 
sutures are likely to'be very useful. Dr. J. 
Murray tied the carotids of a cat with pal- 
ladium wire seven months ago, and Dr. 
Simpson showed these vessels lately in 
Edinburgh. They were completely ob- 
literated, and there had been so little thick- 
ening or exudation around them that it was 
difficult at first to trace them. Had they 
been organi¢ ligatures of silk or hemp, they 
would long before seven months had elapsed 
have set up suppurative action. These facts 
should be known to practical men—they are 
likely to have great influence on the surgery 
of the’ ‘‘ good time coming:”—Med. Times 
and Gaz., Dec. 4, 1858. 

Death quickly produced by the Inhalation 
of Two Drachms of Chloroform in the First 
Stage of Natural Labour.—Dt. Robt. Lee 
has communicated to the Medical Times 
and Gazette (Nov. 6, 1858) the following 
case detailed to him by Dr. Jounn CamPse i, 
of Largs, Scotland :— 

“T had been in the habit of attending 
Mrs. ——, since January, 1850. She lived 
at Wemyes Bay, a distance of upwards of 
six miles from Largs. Mrs. —— was then 
pregnant for the first time. During the 
whole of February she had repeated attacks 





of hemorrhage from placenta previa. On 
the 2d of March, labour came on, accom- 
panied with hemorrhage, and as eoon as the 
os was sufficiently dilated, I put her under 
chloroform, and delivered her by turning. 
This was most successfully performed so 
far as the patient was concerned, but the 
baby was stillborn. Since that period she 
has been six times pregnant, and she had 
chloroform at each of her confinements: 
at least I am told so, for at two of these 
labours I did not arrive in time to witness 
delivery. 

‘*It is not my practice to give chloroform 
in natural easy labours. I think it justifia- 
ble only in cases of unusual suffering, or 
where painful manual assistance is neces- 
sary ; but Mrs. —— having experienced the 
comfort of exemption from pain, and no un- 
pleasant result from the use of it, insisted 
on having chloroform, and her husband 
would give it. When I was present I took 
care that it was sparingly and cautiously 
given, and, as it happened, always with a 
satisfactory result. 

‘On the occasion of her last and fatal 
labour, I understood I was to be called as 
usual; but for some reason not very satis- 
factorily explained, I was not sent for. I 
had made a friendly call for her on the 15th 
September, and found her pretty well and 
in good spirits. Her time was then up ; and 
her nurse, who is a midwife of considerable 
experience, had been with her from the 4th. 
On the morning of the 20th, I had occasion 
to go to Wemyss Bay to visit a patient, and 
I landed at the pier at ten minutes past eight 
A.M. Iwas met by a servant of Mrs. —, 
who told me that she was alarmingly ill, 
and begged me to go to her without delay. 
I went directly, and you may guess my hor- 
ror when I found her stretched lifeless on the 
bed! She had been dead about ten minutes ; 
I spent about half an hour in fruitless at- 
tempts at reanimation. I was told that she 
had begun to complain at two o'clock, and 
had been moving about and very cheerful all 
the morning. About twenty minutes to 
eight expulsive pains came on, when she 
called for chloroform ; on giving it probably 
for the fourth time, she threw herself vio- 
lently back, gave a gasp or two; a slight 
gurgle was heard in her throat, and respira- 
tion and the pulse instantly ceased. 

““The head was resting on the perineum. 
If I had had forceps at hand I might have 
brought away the child easily; but, as a 
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matter of course, the cry was, ‘ Can nothing 
be done to save the mother?’’ and after 
these attempts it was useless to effect deli- 
very. The quantity of chloroform given in 
all probability did not exceed two drachms. 
The bottle from which it was taken could 
not have held more than an additional half 
ounce, and it was not full when Mr. —— 
began to administer it. 

‘“T applied for a post-mortem examina- 
tion, but it was declined. 

“The chloroform was given on a common 
muslin handkerchief.’’ 

New Remedy for Gout.—The Abeille 
Médicale mentions the oil expressed from 
horse-chestnuts as a specific for gout. The 
oil, well rubbed in, exerts at first a painful, 
but rapidly a sedative, effect ; lint and oil- 
skin are then applied to the affected part. 
Evaporation is checked as much as possible, 
and perfect repose enjoined upon the patient. 
The treatment is said to be most successful. 
—Lancet, Oct. 30, 1858. 


Fatal Tetanus Foliowing the Application 
of Caustic—Dr. Bouxreeots relates the case 
of a peasant, 18 years of age, whose arm it 
was proposed to amputate on account of. 
what was supposed to be a fibro-plastic 
tumour. The patient, alarmed, left the 
hospital, and a practitioner applied caustic 
over the whole surface of the tumour. 
After this, he returned home, and a few 
days afterwards, before the eschars had 
separated, the patient was seized with teta- 
nus, which carried him off within thirty-six 
hours, ten days after the application of the 
caustic.—Union Méd., No. 16. 

Tannate of Lead, according to M. Le. 
cyERc, Physician of the Hétel Dieu de 
Lyon, is the best of all applications in bed- 
sores; if applied in time, it almost always 
prevents sloughing. It is prepared by boil- 
ing 32 parts of oak bark in 250 parts of 
water, and reducing it by boiling to 125; to 
this, filtered, is added, extrait de saturne 
as long as a precipitate is thrown down. 
This precipitate is laid on the menaced part 
of the skin with the finger in a thick, layer, 
and then covered with, linen.—Med. Times 
and Gaz., Dec, 4, 1858. 


Diphtherite and Croup.—A French jour- 
nalist suggests that it is time his confréres 
began to pay a little attention to the medical 
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treatment of these diseases; of late, the re- 
commendations for their cure have been all 
of a surgical kind. Perchloride of iron has 
been lately lauded as an admirable topic to 
the false membranes in the throat. M. Gigot 
found that the perchloride diminished and 
in some sort mummified the false membrane, 
and readily caused their separation. In 
thirty cases of diphtherite observed at the 
Hospital Sainte Eugénie, medicine does not 
seem to have been of any service. Large 
doses of ipecacuanha were given in vain, so 
also calomel and alum; chlorate of potass 
was found useless. In four patients the in- 
ternal surface of the larynx was cauterized 
several times with nitrate of silver, by aid 
of M. Loiseau’s instrument; but the opera- 
tions were not followed by the results noted 
by its inventor. In the great majority of 
cases tracheotomy was had recourse to.— 
Med. Times and Gaz., Oct. 30, 1858, 


Recovery after Rupture of the Uterus.— 
A workwoman, 48 years old, in childbed 
with her sixth child, in the midst of a pain 
screamed out and fainted. On recovering, 
she complained of a continued pain over 
the pubes, passing through the abdomen 
and up to the stomach. M. Maes at once 
suspected rupture of the uterus and perito- 
nitis, and delivered the woman by the for- 
ceps. The child was dead, and after the 
placenta came away, a knuckle of intestine 
presented itself at the vulva, This M. 
Maes reduced, and found a rupture in the 
anterior portion of the womb. He retained 
his hand in the womb until contraction 
commenced, and then plugged it, in order 
to excite contractions and prevent the pro- 
duction of a hernia, Four days afterwards 
pain and fever had ceased, and in four 
weeks the woman returned to her ordinary 
labours. The commissioner who reported 
on this case considered the plugging bad 
and dangerous; it might have arrested the 
lochia, distended the uterus, and opened up 
the rupture.—Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 
26, 1858, from Annales de la Soc. de Méd. 
de Gand, 


Enormons. Mamna.—There is at La 
Charité, at the present time, a young girl, 
17 years old, small in size, who has two 
enormous breasts. They appear as two 
large pedunculated appendices, weighing, 
the one about twelve pounds, and the other 
about eleven pounds, and reaching down to 
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the pubes. The circumference of each 
pedicle is 0.45 centimetres; that of the 
breasts at their largest part 0.70 and 0.68. 
The mass is made up of hard bodies, more 
or less separated, which are evidently hyper- 
trophied lobules of the gland. ‘The whole 
organ, however, is manifestly hypertrophied 
gland, cellular tissue, and skin. The nip- 
ple is extremely large. The menses ap- 
peared at her 16th year, then disappeared 
for eight months, and have never been 
regularly established. The enlargement 
began two years ago, without any apparent 
cause. The breasts will have to be re- 
moved—a dangerous operation. Lately in 
the Annal. Univers. de Médic., there was a 
case of a woman in whom the hypertrophy 
began with her being with child. In three 
months the weight of each breast was cal- 
culated to be 14 or 15 kilogrammes—about 
26 pounds. The young woman was con- 
fined. Lactation was abundant; and in five 
months the breasts were reduced one-half 
in size, but shortly after she died from en- 
teritis.—Jbid., from Gaz. Hebdom. 


Puncture of the Abdomen.—A labourer, 


42 years old, had been for some years sub- 
ject to constipation. Lately the constipation 
had become habitual, and on the 19th of 
January he was suddenly seized with nau- 
sea, anorexia, vomitings, with vain attempts 
to evacuate the bowels. The symptoms 
continued, and on the 19th the belly was 
swollen enormously, colicky pains severe, 
and pulse 80. M. Trincot ordered him sixty 
grammes of castor oil and purgative injec- 
tions. Next day the patient was better, 
and passed a very small quantity of feces. 
Ten leeches were applied to the iliac region 
over the seat of pain. Loud borborygmata 
were heard. M. Trincot diagnosed rupture 
of the intestine. On the 26th the symp- 
toms all became worse, and the patient, 
being in a desperate state, M. Trincot in- 
troduced a small trocar midway between 
the umbilicus and ilium, where the disten- 
tion was greatest. Three or four litres of 
gas escaped with a hissing sound. The 
operation gave complete ease to the patient, 
relaxed the lower part of the abdomen, but 
not the epigastrium. The next day the 
abdomen was again swollen; but now 
something gave way, and the patient passed 
thrte litres of feculent matter. On the 2d 
February three other stools; on the 3d, 
enormous quantity of flatus, and eo on for 
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several days. M. Trincot considered that 
but for the puncture, death was inevitable, 
—Ibid., from Moniteur des Hép. 

Menstruation in Monkeys.—The fact of 
these animals being subject to a periodical 
sanguineous flux has long been known; but 
its exact nature has not hitherto been de- 
fined. M. Neubert, of Stuttgart, has lately 
settled the point. He has had in his pos- 
session since 1830 forty monkeys, whose 
mancuvres he has carefully registered. 
He found that menstruation was regularly 
established every four weeks, as in women, 
and lasted three or four days; and this was 
observed in several different species. But 
during the weeks of July and August the 
flux was absent. There was no difference 
between the females that lived apart from, 
and those that lived with males. Menstru- 
ation ceased when fecundation existed. The 
duration of gestation was about four months 
in the Simia Sabea. The monkeys of 
Australia differ; they are in rut only twice 
in a year, and only permit the male at these 
periods.—TJbid. 

Electric Anesthesia.—The value of this 
in removing sensation during operations has 
been put to the test in Paris by MM. Vel- 
peau, Robert, and Nélaton, and found to be 
very small, ‘* There must,’’ says M. Vel- 
peau, “be some difference between French 
and American teeth.” But, as in America 
and in England, so in France, dentists have 
been found who declare from their own ex- 
perience in favour of the practice. It would 
appear, however, that those who thus praise 
the electrical induction are rather oblivious 
or ignorant of physiological induction. 
‘* Rightly or wrongly,’’ says M. Velpeau, 
** dentists have, from time immemorial, had 
the credit of a tendency to exaggeration; 
but now-a-days dentists are all doctors, and 
no doubt things are changed in this respect.” 
—Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 6, 1858. 

Lord Shaftesbury on Preventable Diseases. 
—‘‘It is a matter for deep and solemn con- 
sideration, when we are told that the pre- 
ventable mortality in this country amounts 
to no less than 90,000 a year. Let us say 
40,000, that is, four lives an hour. We may 
be told these things are but in the course of 
nature, and ‘we ought not to interfere ; on 
such we will turn our backs. We may be 
told these things are costly; but we may 
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safely answer that it is disease that is ex- 
pensive, and it is health that is cheap. 
There is nothing economical but justice 
and mercy towards all interests, temporal 
and spiritual, of all the human race. I have 
also heard it said that we ought to trust a 
great deal more to spiritual appliances, and 
that we ought not to think so much of the 
perishable body. My answer to that is, that 
spiritual appliances, in the state of things to 

. which I allude, are altogether impossible. 
Make every effort--push them forward— 
never desist—lose no moment ; but depend 
upon it that in such a state of things you 
will, in the end, be utterly baffled. But 
when people say we should think more of 
the soul and less of the body, my answer is, 
that the same God that made the soul also 
made the body. It is an inferior work, 
perhaps, but nevertheless His work ; and it 
must be treated and cared for according to 
the end for which it was created—fitness for 
his service.”"—Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 
13, 1858, 

New Medical Council.—At the first meet- 
ing of the General Council of Medical Edu- 
cation and Registration of the United King- 
dom, held in London, on the 23d day of 
November, Sir Bensamin Bropiz was 
elected President. The Lancet, Nov. 27, 
announces this election in the following 
eulogistic and just terms:— 

“If any man may legitimately look with 
pride and gatisfaction upon a career of bril- 
liant and undimmed success, unspotted by 
a moral blot, and darkened by no shadow, 
but daily more rich in honour, and pre- 
eminent in usefulness, that man, amongst 
us, is Sir Benjamin Brodie. Gifted with 
singular acuteness, with an invincible love 
of labour, with clear-sighted vision of the 
truth, and with peculiar firmness and moral 
ity of mind, he has long filled the public eye 
with the image of a man who shows how 
high are the qualities which a great surgeon 
can possess. In him we have been respect- 
ed, and by him we would be represented. 
The honour of election to the office of Pre- 
sident of the Medical Council, which on 
Tuesday night befell Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
is the highest which the profession possesses 
in its gift. On Monday next, Sir Benjamin 
Brodie will be elected President of the Royal 
Society. It is a rare fortune which crowds 
distinctions so singular within the space of 
afew days. It is, perhaps, as unusual that 
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they should be bestowed with common con- 
sent, and amidst general plaudits. The 
verdict of the world of science confirms the 
voice of the profession, and it is a matter of 
sincere congratulation—one which is of vast 
importance to the profession—that our re- 
presentative is a man whom the wisest and 
the most powerful intellects in the country 
have elsewhere elected to a place of au- 
thority and weight.”’ 


Royal Soeiety—Sim Bens Brovie has 
been elected President of this Society. 


Wholesale Poisoning.— Great excitement 
has lately been caused in England by a 
dreadful case of this at Bradford. It seems 
that an adulterating lozenge manufacturer, 
named Joseph Neal, sent a messenger toa 
Charles Hodgson, a druggist, residing in the 
neighbouring town of Shipley, to purchase 
an article called ‘‘ daff’’ or “daft,” a slang 
term invented to conceal its real character, 
but which consisted of sulphate of lime, or 
plaster of Paris. The druggist’s assistant, 
William Goddard, supplied the applicant 
with twelve pounds of arsenic in place of 
the ‘‘daff,’"! and the whole of this enor- 
mous quantity was added to the propor- 
tions of the compound necessary for making 
forty pounds of lozenges, each lozenge con- 
taining nearly nine grains of the deadly poi- - 
son—that is, sufficient to cause the death, in 
ordinary cases, of two persons. Of these 
forty pounds, five pounds were sold in pen- 
nyworths and ounces, in the open market- 
place at Bradford, before the mistake was 
found out, and it was only discovered by the 
speedy occurrence of many cases of alarming 
illness, some of them terminating in the 
death of the sufferers, not only in the town 
of Bradford, but in the adjacent towns and 
villages. Upwards of 200 persons, including 
both children and adults, were seized with 
symptoms of poisoning, and of these, twen- 
ty are now mouldering in their untimely 
graves. It is computed that the five pounds 
of lozenges actually sold, contained sufficient 
arsenic to poison 2000 persons; there is, 
therefore, much reason to be thankful that 
the results, sad as they have been, are not 
even more fatal and disastrous. 


* It seems that the “daff” is kept in the cellar 
of the druggist in a tub alongside of another tub 
containing arsenic, and the lozenge maker was 
served out of the latter instead of the former tub. 
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The Surgery of Venezuela before the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris.—It appears 
that our ‘professional brethren of Caraccas, 
the capital of the republic of Venezuela, 
have lately had so severe a conflict that no 
means of restoring peace could be devised 
save a reference for arbitration to the Aca- 
demy of Medicine of Paris. The facts are 
briefly these :— 

M. Michelena, rector of the University of 
Caraccas, and professor of medicine at the 
same institution, removed from a patient a 
diseased parotid gland. The case was 
published by a student who had been an 
eye-witness of the operation; and it was 
stated, as io the latter, that neither the ex- 
ternal carotid nor the facial nerve was in- 
jured. It was further said that the internal 
jugular vein had been wounded, and that 
this accident had successfully been met by 
the lateral application of a ligature to that 
vessel. Doubts were raised respecting the 
accuracy of the report; but the operator 
having declared it correct, the members of 
the Academy of Physical and Natural 
Sciences of Caraccas flat'y 4enied the truth 
of the operative, , _;,-» founding their 
opinion upon the impossibility of carrying 
out the extraction of tLe parotid gland with- 
out injury to the external carotid and facial 
nerve, and also upon the unlikelihood of a 
lateral ligature to the internal jugular vein 
being applied without evil consequences. 
' The professors of the University took up 
the cause of their colleague, M. Michelena, 
and the contest became so animated that it 
was resolved to submit the matter to the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris. This 
learned body being called upon, through 
diplomatic channels, to give a verdict on 
this cause, intrusted the well-known Mal- 
gaigne to report on the matter. This emi- 
nent surgeon presented his report on the 
26th of October, and stated the questions to } 
be the following: Whether, in the present 
state of human knowledge, it may be as- 
serted—1. That the complete extirpation of 
the carotid gland is impossible without 
dividing the external carotid and the facial 
nerve? 2. That it is also impossible to 
apply a lateral ligature to the internal jugu- 
lar vein, and that there is no example of this 
operation recorded in the annals of science ? 
3. In case such assertions were not well 
founded, wheiher it is poesible: that. an:ex- 
perienced surgeon has performed this extir- 
pation and the ligature of the internal jagular 
vein? On the first question, M. Malgaigne 
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decided that it was possible to extirpate the 
gland without lesion to the internal carotid 
and facial nerve, in certain exceptional cases, 
owing to anomalies which have been found 
in dissections. On the second question, 
the reporter gives it as the opinion of the 
committee who have acted with him, that 
it is scarcely probable that the internal 
jugular vein was reached during the above. 
named extirpation, and that the ligature of 
the vessel cannot be applied with safety ; 
nor would any. conscientious surgeon use 
such ligature afier the fatal cases which 
occurred in the hands of the late M. Roux. 
The third question required no answer, as 
it is, under another form, merely a repeti- 
tion of the two first. 

We cannot conclude the account of this 
strange affair without alluding to the aston- 
ishing and very praiseworthy activity of 
some of the eminent physicians and surgeons 
of Paris, This report of M. Malgaigne is 
of great length, and has evidently entailed 
upon the author immense labour ; for every- 
thing that is known as to the anatomy. and 
surgery of the operation has been diligently 
collected and worked in a masterly manner. 
The other day, M. Trousseau, one of the 
busiest physicians of Paris, and professor 
at the Faculty, read an equally long, im- 
portant, and talented report on ‘* Tracheoto- 
my in Croup and other Laryngeal Diseases, 
especially as regards M. Bouchut’s New 
Method of Distending the Larynx with a 
Canula.’’ Where do these men find the 
time for these elaborate. compositions ?— 
Lancet, Dec. 4, 1858. 

Measles and Scarlatina.—T hese diseases 
are said to be prevalent to an unusual degree 
in London. 


Table- Turning and Spirit Rapping.— 
The Echo Médicale de Neuchatel states that 
there are in the Zurich Asylum twenty per- 
sons who have lost their reason in conse- 
quence of these practices, 

' Cholera at. Aden.—For. the last two 
months the shores of Arabia have been 
frightfully devastated by this. disease. Mec- 
ca, Hodeida, and Mocha were first visited. 
It then passed on to Aden, where the Bom- 
bay 29th Regiment. lost ninety-four men in 
two days. At the. Point, the natives per- 
ished by hundreds, the: deficiency of doctors 
contributing to this result. Twelve persons 
were seized with it on board H. M. Brig 
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Elphinstone, of whom seven, including. Mr. 
Brigstock, the surgeon, it is to be regretted, 
died. It is now decimating Makallah, the 
natives of which district attribute the pre- 
gence of the scourge to Donati’s comet.— 
Lancet, Dec. 4, 1858. 

Scientific Congress at Carlsruke.—This 
Congress has been extremely brilliant. We 
find that, in the section of Anstomy and 
Physiology, at the meeting of the 18th ult., 
M. Schiff, Professor of Physiology at Berne, 
read a paper on some experiments of his 
referring to the tactile sensibility of the 
posterior cords of the spinal marrow. The 
author thinks that these cords convey the 
sensation of touch, or of simple titillation ; 
whereas the gray matter subserves general 
sensibility. In the section of Surgery, Oph- 
thalmology, and Diseases of Women, M. 
Adelmann, of Wiirzburg, read a paper ‘‘ On 
a Mode of Obtaining Transparent Oph- 
thalmoscopic Images,” from Examinations 
made with the Ophthalmoscope; and M. 
Langenbeck related a case where a fistulous 
tract existed, one aperture of which was just 
above the sacrum, and the other probably 
about the trachea. At the general meeting, 
no less than nine papers were to have been 
read, but time did not allow the hearing of 
all these communications. Amongst these 
we noticed one by M. Schwarz, of Sigma- 
ringen. ‘‘On Rational Medical Doctrines 
as compared with some erroneous Medical 
Creeds Prevalent in our Day.’’ This was 
an extremely witty and sharp critical paper 
on homeopathy, animal magnetism, hydro- 
pathy, &c. In the section of Medicine, on 
the 22d ult., M. Meissner read, for M. 
Krause, of Hanover, a paper in which ex- 
periments are related corroborating M. 
Corvisart’s views on the function of the 
pancreas. At the third and last meeting, 
the Grand Duke and Grand Duchess enter- 
ed the Hall, just’ as respectful thanks were 
being voted to them by acclamation. M. 
Virchow then read an important paper, ‘ On 
the Mechanical Phenomena of-Life.’’ Be- 
fore this meeting and the Congress broke 
up, each member was presented with a 
medal, struck by order of the Government, 
commemorative of the Congress ‘of 1858.— 
Ibid. 


Calcium.—At the last sitting of the French 
Academy of Sciences, M. Dumas read’a re- 
port on the chemical process for extracting 
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calcium, lately submitted to the Academy 
by MM. Liés-Bodart and Jobin: Calcium 
is one of the alkaline metals, and is con- 
tained in lime ; it was first obtained through 
the action of the pile by MM. Bunsen and 
Mathiesen, but in very small quantities, and 
with great trouble; by chemical decompo- 
sition it had never been obtained. M. 
Dumas himself had, about thirty years ago, 
vainly attempted to extract calcium from its 
iodide by means of potassium; but the 
operation being performed in the open air, 
the alkaline metal burnt away, and the 
iodide remained undecomposed. MM. Bo- 
dart and Jobin operated according to the 
same theory, only instead of using potassium 
they used sodium, which would have led to 
the same result had they not had the pre- 
caution to use an iron crucible with a lid 
screwed down tight. This apparently irre- 
levant circumstance has not only been suf- 
ficient to determine the defined reaction, 
but, as M. Dumas observes, has laid the 
foundation of a new method for attempting 
the reduction of the other alkaline metals, 
or for improving theeipfocesses already 
known.—Med. Times and Gaz., Oct. 30, 
1858, ” 

General Provident and Mutual Assist- 
ance Association of all the Medical Men of 
France.—The most distinguished profes- 
sional men of Paris have for the' last few 
months been engaged in drawing up the 
laws of this vast and most useful Associa- 
tion. They have just completed their 
labours, the laws have been approved of by 
the government, and the Society, of which 
M. Rayer is the president, is now legally 
constituted. Considering'the great extent 
of the country, this‘must be looked upon 
as a gigantic federation, and we congratulate 
our French brethren upon the establishment 
of an Association which is likely to relieve 
deserving medical’ men, their widows, or 
children, who have been visited by’ misfor- 
tune. The smaller societies now existing 
will gradually merge into the general Asso- 
ciation ; and'‘we may expect, from a cursory 
glance at the laws, that' every opportunity 
will -be given for the proper working of this 
wide-spread Association. The old Society 
of the department of the Seine is’ the only 
one which hes refused to join. It'is but just 
to state that the Association was through- 
out eloquently supported by L’Union 
Médicale, the talented editor of which’ has 
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succeeded, in spite of some opposition, in 
cementing. together the great professional 
family of France.— Lancet, Oct. 2, 1858, 


M. Cloquet’s Resignation.—This well- 
known professor of surgery, at the Faculty 
of Medicine of Paris, has just resigned his 
post, on account of failing health, The 
Emperor, wishing to prove how highly the 
long services of M. Cloquet are appreciated, 
has appointed him honorary professor, w&h 
all the privileges attached to the office. 

Much excitement exists amongst the sur- 
gical world of Paris, as the chair of surgery 
of the Faculty is declared vacant. That of 
anatomy will also have to be filled, and it 
may be foretold that the candidates for both 
will be very numerous. The faculty have 
the privilege of presenting to the govern- 
ment a list, from which the professor is 
chosen. Formerly, these chairs were open 
to competition.—Ibid., Nov. 13, 1858. 


Quackery in Paris.—There is. now at 
Paris a negro who carries everything before 
him ‘as a quack doctor. He is a fine man 
of his race, covered with trinkets and dia- 
monds, displaying great wealth in house, 
carriages, &c. &c., and obtains the most 
fabulous fees from the easily-gulled. Pari- 
sians. Amongst his various feata, L’ Union 
Médicale relates the following: He was 
sent for the other day into a very rich 
family, where a lady had for years suffered 
from very obstinate recurrences of fibrous 
tumours about various parts of the body. 
The best surgeons of Paris had failed in 
arresting the disease, and. recourse was 
naturally had.to wild systems of medicine; 
all these, however, including homeopathy, 
were powerless. Magnetism, necromancy, 
&c. &c., had their turn, but nothing suc- 
ceeded. At last, the negro’s turn came. 
When he had cursorily examined the. pa- 
tient, he exclaimed, ‘‘ This lady is-curable, 
and I shall get her well. in fourteen days.’’ 
“* Well, then,’’ said the husband, ‘‘ under- 
take the case at once.’’ . ‘* My fee is 4,000 
dollars; 1,200 dollars.is to be paid at once, 
and 200 dollars on every other visit.””. Much 
demur was made to such a demand; but as 
the quack threatened to go away and leave 
the lady to her fate, he. was allowed. to 
pocket the 1,200 dollars, and has begun the 
treatment, The regult is not known, but 
may easily be guessed at, 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


A Medical Bashaw.—Fvuap Pasna, for- 
eign secretary of the Sublime Porte, and 
lately one of the plenipotentiaries at the 
Danubian conferences in Paris, is a Doctor 
of Medicine of the Imperial School of Con. 
stantinople, Our professional brother, 
whose father was a celebrated Turkish 
poet, was born in 1814, Being left an 
orphan at fourteen, without fortune or re- 
sources of any kind, he was received into 
the house of the Governor of Bagdad. 
This benevolent man sent him to the Medi- 
cal School of Constantinople at sixteen, 
where he so highly distinguished himself 
that he was finally appointed physician to 
the hospital of Topana. Dr. Fuad’s repu- 
tation grew so rapidly that Tahir Pasha 
appointed him Director-General of the 
Medical Department in the expedition 
against Tripoli, and made him, besides, his 
private secretary. From that period, Fuad 
Pasha gave up medicine, and camg to 
London in 1840, as first secretary to the 
Turkish embassy, where he soon became 
charge d'affaires. -He took an active share 
in the treaty of 1840, and returned to Con- 
stantinople. on being appointed foreign 
secretary. Fuad Pasha is one of the most 
enlightened statesman of the» Ottoman 
empire, and a very active reformer. By 
his advice lighthouses have been erected 
on the most perilous points of the Turkish 
coast, and telegraphic lines established. 
He has had a large share in the drawing up 
of the penal code, and has not forgotten his 
earlier connection with medicine, amidst 
his numerous and important labours; for 
it isto his exertions that the Medical Society 
of Constantinople owes its recognition by 
the government, and an allowance of £480 
a year. Fuad Pasha is not the only medical 
man who has risen to high public appoint- 
ments, for we find:that the Director of the 
Medical School has been several times Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade, Governor of 
Smyrna, &c.. Salich Effendi, Professor of 
Botany at the same school, has the title of 
Physician-genetal of the Empire, Councillor 
at the Board of Trade, and Chief Physician 
tothe Palace. Another medical man, Hai- 
roullah Effendi, is President of the Board of 
Public Instruction, and member of the supe- 
rior court of law. Ismail Pasha, also a pro- 
fessional man, has been Secretary of State 
for National Education, and Dr.'Servicen has 
the title of Brigadier-general.-~Dublin Med. 
Press, Sept. 22, 1858, from: L' Union Méd. 





